[Clinical implications of hepatitis C virus genotype in human immunodeficiency virus infected patients with chronic liver disease].
To know the prevalence of viral genotype in patients infected with hepatitis C virus (HCV) and coinfected with HIV and evaluate its clinical implications. The genotype of the HVC was studied (INNO-LiPA HCV II, Imnogenetics, Belgium) in 40 patients coinfected with HIV; from 28 of these patients histologic data of chronic hepatitis were available. The most prevalent genotype was analyzed in this type of patients and its associations with different issues: risk behavior, histologic activity of liver disease and viremia level (quantitative PCR, Amplicor HCV, Roche Diagnostics). Genotype 1 was the most prevalent (55%), and subtype 1a predominated (36.3%). In most cases genotypes 1a and 3 were found (65%) and in four cases (10%) there was coinfection with two genotypes. The most common risk behavior was parenteral drug use (PDU) (34 cases), which might account for the higher prevalence of genotypes 1 and 3. A mild hepatic histologic activity was most frequently associated with genotype 3 compared with genotype 1 (63.6% versus 46.6%). The Knodell histologic activity index (HAI) was higher in the four patients with coinfection 1 + 3 versus the remaining patients (11.2 +/- 2.8 versus 7.8 +/- 3.6). The percentage of patients with genotype 1 with a viral load > 10(5) was higher than that of patients with genotype 3 (80% versus 7.6% [4]) (p < 0.05); in the two cases with subtype 1b viremia levels exceeded this limit. The prevalent HCV genotypes in patients coinfected with HIV in our environment seem to be 1a and 3, which is probably associated with the more common high risk behavior of PDU among these patients. Genotype 3 seems to be associated with a milder histologic liver damage and a lower viral load, and these two characteristics might be related. The HCV genotype should be considered in subjects coinfected with HIV to obtain a better clinical and prognostic evaluation of the chronic liver disease it causes.